ii2      Truth on the Tragedy of France
actually united by no contract or statute, but by a truly
mystical bond. One common thought possessed them:
*' The Christian regeneration of an impious France"
This purpose involved the destruction of the existing
political regime, and to attain it any means would be
justified, whatever they might be. Even defeat ? Yes.
Without defeat could the goal be reached ? Among
the men drawn from different sections of French society
who discussed this central idea in intimate meetings,
mention was made of a financier, but neither they nor he
yet made themselves known.
As for the politicians, there was scarcely need to stimulate
their ambitions, all that was required was to exploit their
blunders, imprudences, indiscretions and aberrations.
Among the public, the fifth column and those gravitating
about it would foster doubts about the reasons and re-
sponsibilities for the wax. Why were we at war ? For
Dantzig ? France would not fight for Dantzig, M. D6at
had already remarked, the same D<Sat who, Air Minister
at the time, had said on March 7th, 1936: " We will not
fight joy Locarno and for the demilitarisation of the Rhine-
land."
Fight for the English ? That would be the theme
repeated on a thousand lips by poisoned tongues in town
and country, in the army, on the wireless, and in the
Parliamentary lobbies as well. Why should we ? The
Germans wish only well to honest Frenchmen, whom
they esteem. They ask nothing better than to love them,
to take them in their arms. Care was taken not to add
that it would only be to suffocate them.
The propaganda was incessant. It assumed a Com-
munist form in working-class circles. It made use of talk
about social defence among the bourgeoisie. It appealed
everywhere to the instinct of personal preservation. It
had recourse to all arguments ; it was by turns sentimental,
aggressive and threatening. The Government was aware
of it, M. Daladier condemned it publicly. He issued a